Sample Letter of Support

AB 1296 (Bonilla) – Enrollment in Public Health Coverage Programs
[DATE]
Governor Jerry Brown
c/o State Capitol, Suite 1173
Sacramento, CA 95814

Fax: (916) 558-3160
Re: 
AB 1296 (Bonilla) – Support 
Dear Governor Brown,

[Your organization] supports AB 1296, authored by Assemblymember Susan Bonilla, which would create the new consumer-friendly “one stop shop” to enroll and renew people into public health coverage programs.

The Affordable Care Act (ACA) requires states to have a seamless, “no wrong door” system for determining eligibility for and enrolling people into public health coverage programs – Medi-Cal, Healthy Families, the Exchange, and local health programs. AB 1296 would implement these components of the ACA by requiring:

· the creation of a unified application – paper, telephone and online – for Medi-Cal, the Exchange, Healthy Families, and county health programs;

· real-time determination of eligibility whenever possible; 

· all application “doors” must have access to the same systems and apply the same rules;

· enrollment of consumers into the most beneficial program for which they are eligible;

· assistance for consumers with their application and the ability for consumers to correct or update their information;

· IT systems which are transparent and protect consumers’ privacy; and

· seamless renewal between health programs.

On January 1, 2014 most Californians will be required by law to have health insurance and there will be new programs available through the Medi-Cal expansion and subsidies in the Exchange. California must realize the promise of health reform by having a user-friendly system to enroll consumers into coverage. Federal resources are available to build the system – 100 percent federal funds for the Exchange and 90 percent federal funds for the Medi-Cal side. For these reasons, [your organization] strongly support AB 1296 and we urge you to sign this important legislation.

Sincerely,

__________

cc:
Assemblymember Susan Bonilla, Fax: (916) 319-2111

Elizabeth Landsberg, Western Center on Law & Poverty, Fax: (916) 442-7966
