Sample Letter of Support

AB 1737 (Eng) – Data to Reflect the Diversity of Asian and Pacific Islander Americans
Date
The Honorable Mike Eng
State Capitol
P.O. Box 942849
Sacramento, CA 94249-0049
Fax: (916) 319-2149

Re: AB 1737 (Eng) - SUPPORT

Dear Assemblymember Eng:

On behalf of _______________, I am writing to express our strong support for AB 1737, legislation to enhance state data in order to better reflect the diversity of Asian American, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific Islanders (AANHPI) communities in this state.

(Insert information about your organization here)

As you know, AANHPIs are an incredibly diverse and growing population, representing 14% of the state. AANHPIs are often misrepresented as a homogeneous group, faring better on certain social indicators than their actual life experience. For example, data disaggregated by specific AANHPI ethnic groups reveals that Pacific Islanders and Southeast Asians have some of the highest poverty rates.
State data should be enhanced with this level of diversity, leading to more effective policies that respond to the needs of California’s residents. California law already requires state collection of data for certain AANHPI ethnic groups; however, since the statute was enacted, the population of other AANHPI ethnic groups has grown to significant levels, contributing even further to the diversity of our state. AB 1737 would align state data collection and reporting for AANHPI ethnic groups to match those that are reported by the U.S. Census.

Enhancing the state’s data collection to better reflect California’s emerging AANHPI communities is a critical step in eliminating health disparities in our state. Thank you for your leadership on this issue.
Sincerely,

CC: Martin Martinez, California Pan-Ethnic Health Network, Fax: (510) 832-1175
