Sample Letter of Support

AB 537 (Arambula) – Local Access to Healthy Food

[Date]

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger 
State Capitol Building
Sacramento, CA 95814
Fax: (916) 558-3160
Re: Support for AB 537 (Arambula) Local Access to Healthy Food
Dear Governor Schwarzenegger:

I am writing in strong support of AB 537 (Arambula) Electronic Benefit Transfer (EBT) acceptance at farmers markets and flea markets. AB 537 would make food sold at farmers markets more readily available for purchase by consumers who use food stamps, by allowing the state to designate by 2012 an organization authorized by the Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) to operate an EBT acceptance system on behalf of produce sellers in markets if none exists. This legislation will increase access to fresh healthy foods, particularly for communities of color, who often live in neighborhoods where nutritious food is expensive and inaccessible.

Farmers currently have the ability to and in some cases have already taken the initiative to form a FNS-certified entity to accept EBT. However, not all farmers’ market managers in California allow farmers to form FNS-certified entities. Although we would prefer the farmers markets’ manager to take on this responsibility directly, AB 537 allows for Department of Social Services (DSS) to designate a FNS authorized organization in those markets where none currently exists to operate an EBT acceptance system. 

The United States Department of Agriculture currently funds DSS to cover their costs to operate EBT. In addition, California has set aside funds to assist markets with funding EBT and provides free EBT equipment to farmers’ markets and flea markets on a voluntary basis. AB 537 will simply facilitate the existing process by giving farmers the right to operate an EBT acceptance system where the demand exists.
  

Of the 554 Certified Farmers Markets,
 only about 20% of them are set up to process food stamps. Although AB 537 does not directly require every market to accept EBT, AB 537 will give farmers the ability to work together with DSS to make it happen where there is a need.  
[Describe your community, its needs, and your interest in this bill. Include a few specific examples of what an EBT acceptance system would mean for your community.]

Furthermore, DSS maintains a rigorous requirement of minimum sales in order to retain these devices. AB 537 will eliminate the barriers that prevent many of our state’s neediest consumers from taking advantage of the nutritional alternatives available at farmers’ markets. For these reasons I urge you to sign this bill.
Sincerely,

cc: 
Agriculture & Land Based Training Association (ALBA), FAX: (831) 758-3665

Martin Martinez, California Pan-Ethnic Health Network, Fax: (510) 832-1175

� In addition, there are grants available from the USDA, Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS) that can include initiation of EBT. For FY 2009 and 2010.


� California Department of Food and Agriculture.





