Sample Letter of Support

AB 938 (V.M. Perez) – Emergency Drinking Water Notices
[Date]
Governor Jerry Brown

c/o State Capitol, Suite 1173

Sacramento, CA 95814

Fax: (916) 558-3160

RE: 
AB 938 (V.M. Perez) – Support
Dear Governor Brown,

On behalf of [Organization Name], we write in strong support of AB 938, authored by Assemblymember V. Manuel Perez, which will require a full translation of emergency drinking water notices into Spanish and any other language that is spoken by over 10 percent of the customers served.

Water providers are currently required to know the language of their customer (CCR §64465). Yet, many water providers are still not complying with this basic right to know. A recent study by the Pacific Institute of drinking water systems in the Central Valley, found that “while most surveyed households perceive a problem with the safety of their tap water, less than half are aware of nitrate contamination, despite reporting that they had received notices in the mail…households whose preferred language was Spanish (are) less likely to know about nitrate contamination.”
 AB 938 is addressing an urgent problem in some water systems where proper notification is not given to residents when their water is not safe to drink. It is important that all Californians have the right to know when it is not safe to drink their water.

AB 938 only applies for serious drinking water violations. Most water systems do not have these violations, because they provide safe drinking water.

Every water provider currently has to have an Emergency Notification Plan specifying how they will notify their customers when a public health violation has occurred. The methodology water providers’ use for reaching these diverse populations is unchanged by AB 938.

For these reasons, we believe AB 938 is a reasonable and necessary clarification to existing law and we ask for you to sign this important legislation.

Sincerely,
[Name]

Cc:
Assemblymember V. Manuel Perez, Fax: (916) 319-2180 

� “The Human Costs of Nitrate-contaminated Drinking Water in the San Joaquin Valley”, Pacific Institute, March 2011





