Sample Letter of Support

SB 1174 (Wolk) – Planning for Disadvantaged Unincorporated Communities

[Date]

Honorable Lois Wolk

State Capitol, Room 4032
Sacramento, CA  95814
Fax:  (916) 323-2304
RE: 
SB 1174 (Wolk) – Support 
Dear Senator Wolk,
I am writing to express support for SB 1174 (Wolk), which would require a city or county to amend its general plan to address the needs of disadvantaged, unincorporated communities. 
Over one million
 Californians live in disadvantaged, unincorporated communities. Predominantly Latino and African American, these communities range from remote but concentrated historical settlements of industrial or agricultural laborers, to neighborhoods at the fringes of cities and towns that have been left out of city borders, to islands within cities, surrounded on all sides by an incorporated city but excluded from all of its services. 

Residents of these areas often live without the most basic features of a safe and healthy environment—services like clean water, sewer lines, storm drains, streetlights, sidewalks, public transit, and safe housing.  Dependent on county governance for urban needs, these communities are systematically underserved in the overall allocation of public resources and are frequently left out of local planning processes. This neglect and deprivation prevents these neighborhoods from realizing their potential as livable and economically viable communities and threatens the health, safety, and economic security of residents.
[Describe your community, its needs, and your interest in this bill. Include a few specific examples of what the bill would mean for your community.]


SB 1174 requires local governments to include these communities in the local planning process. Local governments, at the time of their next housing element update or comprehensive general plan update (which ever occurs first) will need to (1) identify disadvantaged unincorporated communities within their region; (2) conduct an assessment of the infrastructure conditions within these communities and identify existing deficiencies; and (3) develop goals, objectives, and a timeline for addressing those needs.  
SB 1174 ensures that local planning responds to the unmet needs of some of California’s poorest communities and supports the development of healthy, equitable, and prosperous communities for all Californians.  We thank you for your leadership on SB 1174.
Sincerely,

CC: Martin Martinez, California Pan-Ethnic Health Network, Fax: (510) 832-1175
� This number is derived from US Census data and only includes those residents living in disadvantaged Census Designated Places (unincorporated communities that are tracked by the US Census Bureau). It does not account for the residents living in approximately 650 additional unincorporated communities that Census does not track and for which there is no single reliable source of demographic and economic data by which to identify disadvantaged communities.





