Sample Letter of Support

SB 1210 (Florez) – Sweetened Beverage Tax to Fund Childhood Obesity Prevention
[Date]

Honorable Dean Florez

State Capitol, Room 313
Sacramento, CA  95814

Fax: (916) 327-5989

RE: 
SB 1210 (Florez) – Support 

Dear Senator Florez,

I am writing to express support for SB 1210 (Florez). The bill, sponsored by the Center for Public Health Advocacy (CCPHA), would levy an excise tax for a penny per teaspoon of added sugar in soda and other sweetened beverages. Initial projections estimate that the excise tax on soda producers and distributors would raise $1.5 billion a year, with funds going to local communities for childhood obesity prevention activities and programs.
We are in the midst of an obesity epidemic. Over the past thirty years, there has been a substantial increase in the prevalence of obesity among adults in the United States. In the 1970s, about 15% of adults were obese and by 2004 the rate had more than doubled to 32%.
 Although no group has escaped the epidemic, ethnic minorities and the poor are disproportionately affected. California’s communities of color, particularly Latinos, African-Americans and American Indian/Alaska Natives are more likely to be overweight or obese than Whites.

The percentage of children who are considered overweight has also increased dramatically in recent decades. The prevalence of overweight children has more than quadrupled among children between 6 and 11 years old and nearly tripled among those between 12 and 19.
 
This growing obesity epidemic is of particular concern because it increases the risk of diabetes, heart disease, certain types of cancer, arthritis, asthma, and breathing problems. Shockingly, up to 60% of obese children ages 5-10 have early signs of heart disease and Type 2 diabetes, previously only seen among adults. If the current obesity trends are not reversed, it is predicted that one in three children—and nearly half of Latino and African American children—born in the year 2000 will develop type 2 diabetes in their lifetime.
 

[Describe your community, its needs, and your interest in this bill. Include a few specific examples of what a soda tax would mean for your community.]

There is overwhelming evidence of the link between obesity and consumption of sweetened beverages such as soft drinks, energy drinks, sweet teas, and sports drinks. For every additional serving of sweetened beverage that a child consumes per day, the likelihood of the child becoming obese increases by 60%. Yet, research shows that 41% of California children age 2-11 and 62% of California teens age 12-17 drink soda daily.

A tax on soda will go a long way towards ensuring a healthy future for our communities. Thank you for your leadership on this issue. 

Sincerely,
CC: Martin Martinez, California Pan-Ethnic Health Network, Fax: (510) 832-1175
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