Sample Letter of Support

SB 1390 (Corbett) Patient-Centered Prescription Labeling
[Date]

Senator Ellen Corbett

State Capitol, Room 5108
Sacramento, CA 95814 
Fax: (916) 327-2433
RE: SB 1390 (Corbett) Patient-Centered Prescription Labeling – Support

Dear Senator Corbett:

I am writing to express support for Senate Bill 1390, which establishes meaningful patient-centered prescription labeling in California. Patient-centered prescription labeling protects consumers from the serious consequences of medical errors when they don’t have the ability to read or understand prescription drug labels. 
According to the Institute of Medicine of the National Academies, medication errors harm at least 1.5 million people every year – in some cases leading to death. Seniors and consumers with limited-English proficiency (LEP) are especially vulnerable to this problem.

[Describe your community, its needs, and your interest in this bill. Include a few specific examples of what understandable labels mean for your community.]
SB 1390 requires pharmacies to provide prescription labels in a patient-centered format including at least 12-point font and in the patient’s primary language. The bill also requires pharmacies to provide interpreter services. 

We look forward to the day when seniors and consumers who speak a language other than English have these simple protections that will save lives and save our state money by avoiding costly trips to the doctor or emergency room to remedy a medical error.
Sincerely, 

[Name, Address]

CC: 
Martin Martinez, California Pan-Ethnic Health Network, Fax: (510) 832-1175
