Sample Letter of Support

AB 1602 (Perez) & SB 900 (Alquist/Steinberg)—Health Insurance Exchange

[Date]

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
State Capitol Building
Sacramento, CA 95814
Fax: (916) 558-3160  
Re: AB 1602 (Perez) & SB 900 (Alquist/Steinberg): Health Insurance Exchange -  Support 
 

Dear Governor Schwarzenegger:

I am writing to support the two companion bills—AB 1602 (Perez) and SB 900 (Alquist/Steinberg)—that will create the California Health Benefits Exchange to provide regulated, high-quality, and affordable health coverage to our communities. 
[Describe your community, its needs, and your interest in this bill.]

On March 23, President Obama signed sweeping health care reform legislation that will provide access to quality, affordable health coverage for a majority of the 8 million uninsured in California, including 81% of African Americans and 60% of Latinos and Asians and Pacific Islanders who are currently uninsured.
The enactment of federal health reform has shifted the debate over health care back to the states. One of the first steps that must occur is the creation an exchange that will offer affordable coverage to individuals and small businesses. Right now, individual consumers are at the mercy of big insurers, without any purchasing power, in a complex and confusing marketplace. The exchange will be a new purchasing pool that can dramatically improve the way Californians buy coverage as individuals and small businesses. 

It is vitally important to create a consumer-friendly, transparent exchange, this year. With an estimate 4 million or more Californians eligible to participate in the exchange starting 2014, it is critical that we begin creating an exchange  that will be prepared to serve consumers and draw down federal subsidies on day one. Once the exchange is operational in 2014, it will be the only source for affordability credits for individuals with incomes at 133% FPL-400% FPL and the only source for small business tax credits. 
I also support the provisions in these bills that ensure language access will be provided in the operation of the exchange, and that the governing board of the exchange shall reflect the diversity of the state. These provisions are essential to ensure that the exchange is operated in a way that is meaningful to communities of color, who represent 73% of the currently uninsured, and people who have limited English proficiency, who make up 33% of the adult uninsured in California. 

For these reasons, I respectfully urge you to sign these measures. 

Sincerely,

[Name, Address]

CC: 
Martin Martinez, California Pan-Ethnic Health Network, Fax: (510) 832-1175
