Sample Letter of Support

SB 890 (Alquist)—Consumer Protections

[Date]

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
State Capitol Building
Sacramento, CA 95814
Fax: (916) 558-3160  
Re: SB 890 (Alquist): Consumer Protections in Health Insurance - Support 
Dear Governor Schwarzenegger: 

I am writing to express my support for SB 890 (Alquist) which would provide substantial consumer protections for those Californians who purchase health coverage as individuals, both now and after 2014 when federal health reform is fully implemented.
[Describe your community, its needs, and your interest in this bill.]

SB 890 requires all health coverage in the individual market to cover medically necessary care, including maternity care. This is similar to the existing requirements for health care service plans under the Knox-Keene Act, the law that governs health coverage for most Californians who have private insurance. This requirement eliminates “junk insurance” under which a health insurance policy can cover only a few days of hospitalization, or only $200 day for hospital care, or only a few doctor visits a year. 

Numerous consumers have thought they were purchasing health insurance, only to discover that it did not cover such catastrophic conditions as breast cancer or a week in the hospital from a rattlesnake bite. Communities of color can be particularly vulnerable to predatory vendors of junk insurance. 
SB 890 also eliminates lifetime and annual caps on coverage. Consumers who hit these caps are usually facing catastrophic costs due to cancer, heart attack, or other serious illness. This provision will help to reduce medical debt among those who are insured.

The new federal health care reform law will make most of the changes in the individual market, especially for adults, effective in 2014 when subsidies become available for those below 400% FPL without affordable employer-based coverage. SB 890 is one of a number of measures that is needed to begin the transition to the post-2014 world. In addition, even after 2014 not all Californians will be able to access the health exchange, and they will need protections as well. 
For these reasons, I respectfully urge you to sign SB 890. 

Sincerely,

[Name, Address]

CC: Martin Martinez, California Pan-Ethnic Health Network, Fax: (510) 832-1175
