Sample Letter of Support

AB 2147 (V. M. Perez) - Safe Routes to School

[Date]

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger 
State Capitol Building
Sacramento, CA 95814
Fax: (916) 558-3160

RE: AB 2147 (V. M. Perez): Safe Routes to School - Support 
Dear Governor Schwarzenegger:

I am writing to express my support for AB 2147 (V. M. Perez), Safe Routes to Schools, because the state has a strong interest in promoting and ensuring the safety of all children as they walk or bicycle to school. 

[Describe your community, its needs, and your interest in this bill.]

The State Safe Routes to School Program is operated to increase the number of children who walk or bicycle to school by funding projects that remove barriers currently preventing them from doing so. These barriers include lack of infrastructure, unsafe infrastructure, and lack of education/encouragement programs that promote walking and bicycling aimed at children, parents, and the community. 
Safe Routes to School (SRTS) is a critical program in the fight against obesity because it helps provide safe environments in which youth can be more physically active in their daily lives. SRTS is pivotal in changing neighborhoods around schools so that young Californians can safely walk and ride their bikes.

AB 2147 takes the program a step further by explicitly addressing the concerns of low-income and disadvantaged communities. Specifically this bill requires CalTrans to prioritize funding for projects that serve disadvantaged and low-income students, and use robust and meaningful public participation processes to incorporate public concerns in the applicant’s project development and prioritization. AB 2147 also lifts the cap on the number of applications (currently three) an applicant can submit on behalf of a disadvantaged community. 

Safe Routes to School is a very successful program, and AB 2147 will ensure that all California’s children, particularly the most vulnerable, benefit from the program. With obesity and diabetes an epidemic in communities of color, it is essential that those most in need derive the most benefit.

For these reasons, I urge you to sign AB 2147.
Sincerely,

[Name, Address]

CC: Martin Martinez, California Pan-Ethnic Health Network, Fax: (510) 832-1175

