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A lack of data on specific Asian, Native Hawaiian and
Pacific Islander ethnic groups is masking major health,
socioeconomic and education disparities in California.

A bill by Assemblyman Mike Eng seeks to address
those disparities by including more ethnic groups in
state data. AB 1088, which passed last week in the
Assembly business, professions and consumer
protection committee, would require every state agency,
board and commission to expand the number of ethnic
groups it counts from 11 to 21, mirroring those reported
by the U.S. Census Bureau. It also calls on four key
state agencies to post the data online so they are
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accountable and make information accessible.

California currently recognizes in its demographic data Chinese, Japanese, Filipino, Korean, Vietnamese,
Asian Indian, Hawaiian, Guamanian (also known as Chamorro), Samoan, Laotian and Cambodian, with other
ethnic groups listed as "other." AB 1088 would add Bangladeshi, Hmong, Indonesian, Malaysian, Pakistani,
Sri Lankan, Taiwanese, Thai, Fijian and Tongan.

Together, these groups make up 13.4 percent of California's population, according to the 2010 U.S. census.
The number of Asians alone has increased 31.5 percent since 2000, and Native Hawaiians and Pacific
Islanders have grown 23.4 percent.

Asians, Native Hawaiians and Pacific Islanders are the largest minority population in four California counties —

Alameda (27 percent), San Francisco (33.7 percent), San Mateo (26.2 percent) and Santa Clara (32.4 percent).

According to the latest census figures, they are the majority population in 28 cities and census-designated
places in the state.

Yet many state agencies do not count all — or any — Asian, Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islander groups as
currently required, said Eng, a Democrat from Monterey Park.

"We don't appear in the statistics," Eng said. "Without the numbers, we don't get the resources. ... It means
we're not getting the senices we need.”

Recently, when Eng was wvoting on measure regarding juveniles sentenced as adults to life in prison without

parole, he said he initially thought the issue did not
affect Asian Americans in his community. But probation
officers told him otherwise.

When Eng asked for information on Asian Americans in
the correctional system, he was told that they, along
with Native Americans, were listed only as "other," he
said. He said his own subsequent research found that
Asian Americans had among the highest rates of
probation violations.

"Most people would never believe it," Eng said. "This is an example of where the myth of the model minority —
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"With that information, you can really target resources
more appropriately — especially in this budget crisis —
and really provide culturally competent senvices that
address specific needs of that population,” said Ellen Wu, executive director of the California Pan-Ethnic
Health Network, a nonprofit that seeks to end health disparities. "This isn't just critical for the (Asian Pacific
Islander) communities, but | think it's particularly highlighted in that population because there's such a wide
range of diversity."
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Whereas the majority of Latinos, for example, speak Spanish, Asians, Pacific Islanders and Native Hawaiians
speak dozens of languages. Linguistic diversity presents challenges for meeting the needs of those with limited
or no English proficiency, supporters said.

Even when language is not a barrier, health disparities persist.

In a-lefismsmnsninesticayinihe-AumaiieanCaneer Society's California division said greater demographic
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data would help them understand disparities in cancer

incidence, treatment and outcomes.
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director of state legislative advocacy.
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Data on specific ethnic groups have shown, for example,
that the most common cancer among Vietnamese men
in California is lung cancer; for Cambodian and Laotian
men, it's liver cancer. Prostate cancer is the most
common among men in other groups.
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Asian Pacific American Legal Center
Educational attainment among California Asians and

Pacific Islanders, according to the 2000 U.S. Census.
Click image to enlarge.

Under AB 1088, state reports published on or after July
1, 2012, that include demographic data would have to
identify each of the Asian, Native Hawaiian and Pacific
Islander groups reported by the U.S. census. In addition, the state departments of health care senices, public
health, industrial relations, and fair employment and housing would be required to post online and update their
data annually.

Bill supporters had pushed to mandate that more agencies publish demographic data online. But, after similar
legislation in 2007, 2009 and 2010 failed for fiscal reasons, they limited the bill to four agencies that previously
said the requirements posed low costs. The legislation is currently awaiting assignment in the Assembly
appropriations committee.

"We're tired of having the money thing thrown in our face as a reason to say no," Eng said. Failing to identify
and address disparities among different ethnic groups "costs us more money. Ignorance costs more money
than knowledge."
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